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Introduction

This report on fish farming in Iceland contains statistical
information about the production in fish farming for l-988.

Included is all available information about production of salmon,
trout and char in l-988 as reported by each company. A11
quantitative information presented in this report is provided by
the managers of the various fish-farms.

The producti-on in salmon farming is categorized as rearing of
juveniles, on-growing for consumption market and salmon ranching"
Smolts are by definition the end-product in the rearing of
juveniles and all reared smolts i.e. included are smolts for on-
growing and ocean ranching are included in the production figures
unless they have been sold from the farm as pre-smolts. Salmon
for the consumption market is reared in land-based tanks, in sea-
cages or a combination of both and from ocean ranching. Ocean
ranching is defined as the aquaculture system in which juveni-le
fish are released to grow on natural foods in marine waters from
which they are harvested at marketable size.

The lcelandic aquaculture industry today is growing into an
economically important industry. The export value of its
production in 19 B 8 amounted to more than f .0 00 mi 1 1 ion
Icel.kronas, which equals almost US$ 20 million. The industry
employs 3L2 people directly and which is an increase by 28 ? from
L987. The average number of employees is 3.1- per farm.

Production capacity of Icelandic fish farms

There are today L25 registered fish farms in Iceland compared to
l-l-3 in L987 and B6 in l-986. Smolt product.ion f arms are 63 with
tot.al production capacity of about 2L.5 million smolts a year and

77 on-growing farms, with total production space exeeding 450.000
cubic metres. The actual production capacity of existing fish
farms in Iceland is estimated to be 7.600 metric tonnes. It has



been estimated that the production capacity of on-growing sites
will be over l-f.000 tonnes in 1-989.

Table 1. Production capacity of Icelandi-c f ish f arms.

Type of Volume
sites (m3)

Production capacicy

Rearing of
j uveni 1es

Sea-cages

Land-based

43.000

366.000

84.000

2L.5 million smolts

5.500 tonnes

2.L00 tonnes

There are over 26 registered salmon ranching in rceland
today. The numbers of smolts released in salmon ranching in 1988
were approximately 2 million compared to l- million smolts
released in L987. The forecast for 1989 is that over 5 million
smolts are to be released in salmon ranching in lce1and.
The return rates of salmon from ocean ranching ranged from 3-4 A

in Northern lceland to 7-L5 ? in Southwestern lce1and.

Production in 1988

Salmon production

The totar production of juveniles for L987 was 3.896.000 pre-
smolts at 24 farms, and 9.576.000 smolts at 4L farms. compared to
1-987 there has been nearly 3 0 ? increase in t.he pre-smolts
production and 109 * increase in the production of smolts in
l-988.



Table 2. The ma jor st.atistics
--* salmon in rceland for

for production of
l_9 B 8.

Type of
production

pre-smolts

smolts

land-based

sea-cages

ocean-ranching

No. of
s ites

24

4L

L7

t-5

15

Production

3.896.000

9.576.000

424 tonnes

629 tonnes

1,80 tonnes

The production of on-growing salmon for the consumption
l-988 was L.233 metric Lonnes compared to 530 tonnes
Land-based farms produced over 424 tonnes compared to
from sea-cage farms. In LgBB a total of l-80 metric
salmon returned to 16 ocean ranching sites"

market in
for L987.
629 tonnes
tonnes of

Lonnes. Three
are farmed in

Trout production

The production of t
species, brown trout,

rout in 19BB was f56 metri-c
arctic char and rainbow trout

Table 3. Production of
and forecast

salmon in lceland 1985 1988
for l-989 1990.

Year

1985
1986
L9B7
I-9BB

1989 a)
l-990 b)

On-growing
(tonnes )

9l_
L23
490

1.053

4.000
8.500

Ocean ranching
(t.onnes )

58
65
40

l_80

400
l_.200

Total
(tonnes )

L49
L88
530

L .233

4 .400
9.700

a) Forecasts.
b) ForecasLs.



Iceland. The production of rainbow trout was 1-36 tonnes and 1O

Lonnes of both char and brown trout.

Table 4. The major
trout in

statistibs
Iceland for

for production
1988.

of

Type of production

Rainbow trout
Brown trout
Arctic char

Production
( tonnes )

l-3 6
l-0
10

Production forecast for 198911990

Production of farmed salmon in 1-989 is estimated at 4.000 tonnes
and it is estimated that. by 1990 Iceland will be producing some

9.000 tonnes of farmed salmon valued at. usg 50 millions.

Table 5. Production forecast for l-9g9 1990.

Type of production

SaImon
Trout

Total

Production
l-989

4.400
400

4.800

( tonnes )

1990

9.700
600

l-0 .3 00
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