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URRTDAVEIDTN 1 I"AXA I prHceyJARsgsLU 1979-198r.

Ari6 1978 vard r6ttek breyting 6 reki i taxi. Alrt
til 7977 var leirlos i lrfvatni (Forungabl6rni). DA var vatni6
grent og 6gegnsatt, og miki6 af pdrungum barst ni6ur Lax6.
1978 vard engin uppbldmstrun brAgrenupdrunga, vati6 var tert
allt sumarid svo allsstadar sA i botn. Detta hefur veri6 pannig
A hverju sumri si6an. Minnkun A reki verdur fe6uskorti hja
bitmfi og svo aftur hjA urri6anum. Lausreg athugun 6 rni6ju
sumri sizndi a6 urridinn ofarlega i l-axd (He11uva6) ner6ist
a smd.dlirareki ri.r ufvatni (Dafnia) , bitmf slirfur var ekki a6
finna i mogun'um. Dorungaskortur i Hfvatni gengur i gegn um
fe6uke6ju LaxAr. Ahrifanna gatir mesL efst i Annir €rr minnka
er ne6ar dregurr rn.E. vegna eigin framlei6sru drinnar.
Orkok aIls pessa er ekki pekkt me6 vissu, en limsar getgAtur
eru 6 1of ti. Ein er sri a6 hrun hornsilastofnsins i ttlivatni
hafr va'1di6 pessu. Af 6pekktum orsokum hvarf hornsiri a6
mestu rlr sydri f16a milli d.ranna 1977 ag 79. BeitarAlagi6
minnka6i a ymis krabbadyr, pannig a6 peim fjo1ga6i. Meira
var pvi 6ti6 af grenf6Sri i vatninu, og md or6a pg6 pannig
a6 krabbadj'-rin hafi 6tid vatnid hreint. petta er po ekki
sanna6 en vist er a6 rnargfalt meira hefur veri6 af dafniu
i vatninu A "taru" Arunumr €rr 6 timum Leirlosins.

I

trr6un veidinnar.

A. Efra svedi.

Afli, s6kn og voxtur kemur fram i me6fylgjandi toflum og
linuritum. 1978 var aflinn 1993 fiskarr €n minnka6i unr meira
en helniing Srid eftir, prAtt fyrir a6 skdknin veri svipud.
1979 minnkadi afli enn meir, ni6ur i 549 fiskar €n s6knin ninnkadi
mjog miki6 einnig, panni6 af afli a s6knareiningu 6x, mi{a6
vi6 Ari6 Adur. S.1. 6r ox aflinn svo aftur, be6i i fjolda veiidra
fiska, og afla d. dagsstong. virdist svo sem Ain s6 a6 r6tta
iir kritnum eftir 'afalli6, fiskstof,ninn er a6 laga sig a6
breyttum adstedum. Fiski hefur senntlega feekka6 nokku6 frA
Fvi sem var 1975-1978, en hann er a6 ver6a feitari.
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B. Nedra sva6i.

Afli 6 nedra sve6i hefur minnka6 jafnt og p€tt fra Lg7g,
oE soknin hefur einnig minnka6. Athygrisvert er a6 afl-i A

s6knareiningu hefur minnkad frA 6.ri til iirs, priitt fyrir
minnkandi s6kn. Detta getur varla bftt anna6 en a6 fiski
hafi fekkad toluvert.

An pess a6 gerdar hafi veri6 s6rstakar melingar 6 holdafari
urri6ans i inni timabili6 1978-8r, vi.r6ist sern urridinn A

ne6ra svadinu hafi haldi6 betur hordum en fiskur 5 efra
sve6i. Dad rennj-r stodum undir pa6 sem A6ur er sagt, a6
Ahrifa feduskortsins geti minna, Fvi ne6ar sem kemur i Ana.
Liklegt er a6 laxasei6i Srinnar hafi einnig fundi6 fyrir lelegu
Astandi drinnar, og a6 gongur i sj6 hafi veri6 rfrar LgTg 6g r9g0.

English sunimary.

The catch statistics for brown trout (Salmo trutta) in
the river Laxd are presented for the years 1978-198r. The system
is for practical purposes devided into 2 sectj-ons'. The upper
section extends from the outlet of Lake Mlivatn to a place called
Hannar (included). The lower section, from Hannar down to the power
dam. The number of trout as indicated by the catch, has declined
since L978. This deciine is assosiated wit.h the cessation of
large aIga1 broom i-n Lake Myvatn, beginning in 1978. until l97B
there was a large annual bloom of the algae Anabaena flos-aquae.
Algal drifted out of the lake and were eaten by blackfly larvae
(simuluim vittatum) in the river Laxii. ?hese larvae were the
main food for the trout. Since 1978 the number of blackfly larvae
in the river has decreased in response to fewer algae, and the
number and average weight of trout have decreased in response
to fewer larvae.

The cessatj-on cf large algaI bloom in the lake is apparantly
linked to the disapperance of sticklebacks (Gasterosteus acuelatus)
from the lake Lhe winter 1977-78. The stieklebacks ate zoc,prankton
which in turn ate a1Eae. rt is belived that enlargement of . r
zooplankton populations after the dlsapperanee of stlcklebacks
led to increased harvest of i.he algae by the zooplankton.
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feercentage of fishermen who caught
a glven number of fish per day and
per half day ln LaxA 19?9- f981.)

Tafla 3. AfIl m16a6ur vi6 s6kn 19Z9-1991.

Efra sva6i (Upper seetion)

Heilir dagar (Whole days) HAI_fir dagar (Half days)

Fj61di veiddra t vei6imanna sem B veidimanna semfiska fdkk 0-8 fiska fekk 0-4 fiska
t distributionno fish caught * distribution

fish 8r 80 79er tl-snerman ,8r8079
0 25 ,3 3?,9 40 ,6 40,0 53,4 59,5
1L 18,0 18,7 23 ,3 19,5 2L ,5 23 ,2
2 r 3,8 16 ,9 L3 ,2 l'716 14,7 10,9
3 14,3 L3,2 7 ,A 7 ,9 4,7 2,A
4 7,4 316 5,7 15ro 5,7 5,4
5 619 3,6 2,2
6 2,5 1,3 2n4
7 2,9 2,2 I ,5
I 8,9 2,7 4,!

Ne6ra svadi (Lower section)

Heilir dagar HaI!1r dagar

rjoldi veiddra * veidimanna sem * veidimanna sem
fi ska fdkk 0-8 fiska f6kk 0-4 fiska

8i 80 79 81 80 79
0 50,8 40,9 42,0 59,8 50, I 49 ,4
I 20,4 20,5 16,0 t4 ,8 26 ,6 25,0
2 12 ,7 L4 ,7 14 ,4 13,l 12,1 t4,7
3 5rl 8,4 9,0 7,4 6,5 5,5
4 4,2 5.9 g,g 4,9 4,0 5,1
5 0,9 5,2 4,4
A 2,5 1,0 2,9
1 3r4 lr0 2,A
I 0r0 116 1,6



?afIa 4/. Streiknadar l.qnqd:Lr & u,Frl6a 6r LaxA. lBack-cal.cr:1ated lengths)

Efra sva6l L979. {Upper

Aldur Arg. Fj61di 7

section)

1r L2 13 1{ rs 15 L7 18

40. r

39 .7 46 .4

{o. r 48.5 55.4

36.4 {6.o 54.6 5?.o

4+

5+

6+

7+

8+

r975

197 4

r973

L972

r971

2

9

15

5

t

3.5

4.8

4.5

4.6

3.O

4r.o

43.3

49.3

57 .6

58.o

r3.5 28.4 37.5

r2.7 2r.8 30.9

12.o 2c ,2 3r.4

12.5 20.8 3t.2

8.5 t4.2 2t.4

Ne6ra sve6i L979. {tor^rer section)

Alcur Arg. F joldi- L 1' lz 1: 1a l-
5

1s

5+

6+

7+

8+

3+ L977

4+ I976

5+ r975

6+ L97 4

7+ I973

L97 4 t2

1973 3

L972 3

L97L 3

1a 1o1-
5

r- 1^t6

l-t 1g

Efra svae6i jili I98o.

Aldur l,rg. F joidi 1

(Upper sectj-on)

1r 12 1:

5.1 1r.5 L7.7

4.7 ro.8 r7.r
6 .2 to.6 18.4

5.o ro.5 t7.7

5.r 11.7 r8.9

2

6

t

5

3

22 ,4

23.o 28.o

2s.6 32.8 38.2

25.7 33.5 4r.3 47.9

I = medallengd (mean length)
1. - ritreiknu6 me6all"enod vid I .t-
1.,- ritreiknud medallengd vi6 2.z

vetur (lenght at first wlnter)

vetur o.s.frv.

43.8

48.3

57.0

6O.o

5.3 r3.5 22.9 32.7 4r.l
5.6 r2.3 19.4 27.6 37.5 45.2

5. 8 14 . 1 22.5 29 .9 39 .9 48.4 54 .5

5.3 r3.5 2L.6 27.7 35.1 45.9 53.r 58.7

2r.o

26.3

32.o

4C^.7

50. 5
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